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l. LI Property is individually listed on SR/NR: 
name of listing: 
L] Property is a contributing component of a SR/NR district: 
name of district: 
ll. [x] Property meets eligibility criteria. 
LI Property contributes to a district which appears to meet eligibility criteria. 
Pre SRB: |] Post SRB: [_] SRB date 


Criteria for Inclusion in the National Register: 


A. [_] Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns 
of our history; 


B. L] Associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; 


C. [x] Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period or method of construction; or 
represents the work of a master; or possess high artistic values; or represents a 
significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction; 


D. [] Have yielded, or may be likely to yield information important in prehistory or history. 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE: 


Long Island University’s Post Campus, historically known as C.W. Post College, is significant under Criterion C 
in the area of architecture for its collection of residential and institutional buildings illustrating its original use as 
an estate and transformation into a private university. The campus is located on the border of the villages of 
Brookville and Old Westbury; to the east, south, and west, it is surrounded by country clubs and other 
institutions of higher learning. Comprised of three historic estates, the campus was established in 1951 and 
underwent a significant period of expansion between 1963-1971. The campus may be additionally significant 
under Criterion A in the area of education. The period of significance for the district extends from 1917, the 
date of the earliest estate building, through 1971 when the Interfaith Chapel was completed. The district 
boundaries include all of the land historically assembled to form the campus. 


The land that makes up Long Island University’s campus was historically three separate estates. The oldest 
remaining estate house, located on the southern end of the campus, is the J. Randolph Robinson Estate 
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designed by John Russell Pope ca. 1917. Later in the twentieth century, Marjorie Post’s ex-husband, Edward 
F. Hutton purchased it and named it Hutfield. A second estate was located just to its west; its estate house was 
built for Henry Wheeler Lowe by John Russell Pope in 1927. It was later purchased by William E. Hutton II and 
named Mariemont. The campus’s central and most important estate, Hillwood, was designed by Charles Hart 
for Marjorie Merriweather Post and her husband Edward F. Hutton and constructed between 1921-1929. 
During its heyday, Hillwood had a vegetable farm and livestock that supported the estate. The couple divorced 
in 1935 and Marjorie Post maintained ownership of the estate. These three estates and the remnants of their 
designed and recreational landscapes reflect the opulence and active lifestyles typical of Gold Coast estates 
from the period. 


Marjorie Post offered Hillwood for sale in 1947. The land attracted Long Island University, which had been 
planning to build additional campuses to serve the needs of the region’s growing urban and suburban 
population. The sale of the 177-acre estate was finalized in 1951. In 1954, the campus was named C.W. Post 
in honor of Marjorie’s father, Charles William Post, the founder of the Post cereal company. It opened to 
students the following year. The design of the Post campus centers around the Hillwood estate house. During 
the early years of the campus, its secondary and support buildings, included garages, stables, and 
greenhouses, were repurposed as educational and dormitory spaces; many remain and continue to be used by 
the institution. By 1957, Long Island University began making plans to build out its campus. Chancellor Gordon 
Hoxie and President Admiral Conolly hired architect Alfred Shaknis to take on the task. Shaknis, whose work 
was previously primarily at private estates and included a few public buildings, had been in private practice 
since 1934 after years of working at prominent landscape architecture firms Ferrucio Vitale and Innocenti and 
Webel. His sensibilities and experience designing and renovating buildings at estates appear to have suited 
him well for the project of creating an academic campus which centered on and was sensitive to existing estate 
buildings. Between 1961 and 1965, Alfred Shaknis worked steadily on the expanding campus. The University 
purchased the southern portion of the campus, the Mariemont and Hutfield estates, in 1965. Likely out of 
necessity to balance the workload between his projects, which also included Long Island University’s 
Southampton campus by 1965, Shaknis went into practice with Peter S. Van Bloem. Together, the completed 
the primary buildings on the campus by 1971. 


While it is unclear whether Shaknis designed the plan for the new campus, his experience in landscape 
architecture firms and central role in designing the campus’s buildings suggests that his involvement was likely. 
The campus plan is centered on Hillwood / Winnick Hall, an expansive lawn, and historic plantings surrounding 
the house; a circular path runs around the edge of the lawn. The campus’s academic buildings are located to 
the west of the estate core. These buildings roughly form an H plan, creating a secondary, smaller green. The 
campus’s residential buildings are located to the east of the estate core. They are located in two clusters: a set 
of four identical buildings with a circular path to the north and several buildings in a T plan to the south. The 
interfaith chapel is located between the two residential clusters. Parking lots are located on the edges of the 
campus core. The campus continues to the south on the land formerly associated with the Mariemont and 
Hutfield estates. This land is less planned and includes a wooded land, sports fields and facilities, and, at the 
furthest end, the two former estate buildings. The land around the estate buildings includes a combination of 
open and wooded land and parking lots. Buildings postdating 1971 appear to be limited in number and are 
generally on the edges of campus or are associated with the sports facilities. 


A complete survey of the buildings on Long Island University’s Post Campus needs to be undertaken to 
establish a comprehensive list of contributing and non-contributing buildings; this preliminary list was compiled 
based on available information. In particular, it is unclear how many historic outbuildings remain. Architects are 
given when known. Notable contributing buildings include: 


Historic Estate Buildings 
e Winnick Hall (Marjorie Post Estate House / Hillwood), 1921 (Hart & Shape, architects. Marion C. Coffin, 
landscape architect) 
Two-and-a-half story, Tudor Revival estate house with a rambling K and L shaped plan. Slate-covered 
gable roofs with multiple projecting cross gables. Brick, stone, stucco and half timbering. Brick and 
stone steps leading to entrances. Leaded and stained glass casement windows. A variety of finishes 


used in different locations, including castellation, carving over entrances, brackets, bay windows. 
Decorative carved and wavy bargeboards, dark decorative vine pattern in stucco of some gables. Brick 
and stone chimneys. House may incorporate part of an earlier, ca. 1912 estate house designed by 
Addison Mizner. 

Mullarkey Hall (College Hall), ca. 1921 (Hart & Shape) 

Two-story, roughly S-plan, Tudor Revival, slate-covered hipped-roof building. Brick with stone detailing, 
upper stories stucco and half timbering. Leaded glass casement windows. Slightly projecting gable and 
hip dormers. Tower with octagonal roof, interior and exterior brick and stone chimneys. 

Dollhouse (Deen-Wee), 1934 

Two-story, roughly three-bay, front-gabled whimsical Tudor Revival building covered in stucco. Arched 
and pointed roof. Shed-roofed projection on fagade. Arched and vertical half-timber detail, stained glass 
and six-pane windows, side porch. Brick chimney. 

Crafts Center (Estate Garage), ca. 1930 

One-and-a-half story, roughly nine-bay, frame building with steeply pitched side-gabled roof. Front- 
gabled dormers, cupola. 

Theatre, Film and Dance Building (Estate Stables), ca. 1930 

One-story, roughly nine-bay, hipped roof frame building. Central cross front-gable section with cupola. 
Front-gabled porch with circular window in gable. Regular pattern of doors and windows on elevation. 
Fine Arts Building (E.F. Hutton Estate / Hutfield), 1917 (John Russell Pope, architect. Ellen Biddle 
Shipman, landscape architect) 

Two-and-a-half story, roughly nine-bay, side-gabled frame house. Central six bays project from main 
mass of house. It features a two-story porch with a colonnade; the western two bays were infilled with a 
building addition under the university's ownership. Door with sidelights, regular fenestration, bay 
window, shingle siding, brick chimneys. 

Lorber Hall (William E. Hutton Estate House / Mariemont), 1927 (John Russell Pope) 

Two-and-a-half story, roughly seven-bay, side-gabled brick Colonial Revival house. Inset central five 
bays, projecting front-gabled end wings. One-story front-gabled entry porch with pediment, frieze, and 
columns; entrance door with sidelights and arched transom. Regular fenestration, primarily eight-over- 
eight windows. Bulls-eye windows, front-gabled dormers, exterior brick chimneys. 


Post Campus Resources 


Post Residence Hall (Marjorie Post Dormitory), 1963-4 (Alfred Shaknis) 

Wide, roughly 13-bay U-shaped brick building with a mansard roof. Central two-and-a-half story central 
section flanked by L-shaped, two-story wings. One-story, hipped roof entrance projection on central 
section. Brick quoins. Arched dormers in central section and on wings. Regular fenestration, sash 
windows. 

East Gate, 1964-5 (Alfred Shaknis) 

Central low wall with tall posts capped by concrete balls flanked by two roads. Brick post topped by 
concrete balls flank sides of road. Curved metal gate for each opening. Low brick walls run from brick 
gate posts. 

Abrams Communication Center, ca. 1964 (Alfred Shaknis) 

One-story, seven-bay, side-gabled brick building. Central gable over arched entrance flanked by brick 
pilasters. Regular fenestration with sash windows. 

Kumble Hall (Post Cottage / Guesthouse), ca. 1930 and ca. 1965 (Alfred Shaknis) 

This building spans the campus’s two eras. The frame building to the rear was a guesthouse during 
Post’s ownership; it was connected to Kumble Hall when it was built ca. 1965. The Post Cottage 
(fagade facing north) has a central three story, two-bay, hipped roof tower with beveled corners and 
one-and-a-half story, side-gabled wings. Regular fenestration, replacement sash windows. Shingle 
siding, exterior brick chimney. The rear of the Post Cottage connects to the rear of Kumble Hall. 
Kumble Hall is a two-story, nine-bay, T-shaped building a front-gabled and flat roof. The projecting 


section of the T is on the face. It has a full-height inset bay with round columns, a full height entrance 
with a surround and tall transom with central panel. Entrance flanked by round windows. Full pediment 
in gable. Regular fenestration in wings. 

Hoxie Hall, ca. 1965 (Alfred Shaknis) 

Two-story, six-bay, T-shaped brick building with a hipped and gable roof. Primary entrance in two-story 
T projection on fagade. Double door entrance. Palladian window on second story. Regular fenestration 
with sash windows. Interior brick chimney. 

Roth Hall, ca. 1965 (Alfred Shaknis) 

Two-story, ten-bay, T-shaped brick building with a hipped and gable roof. Primary entrance in two-story 
T projection on fagade. Double door entrance. Tripartite window on second story, circular window in 
gable. Regular fenestration with sash windows. Interior brick chimney. 

Nassau Residence Hall, ca. 1965 

Three-story, 19-bay brick side-gabled building. Central, slightly-projecting front-gabled section on 
fagade with inset entrance on first floor and inset porches on upper floors. Regular fenestration with 
one-over-one windows in each bay. Four small eyebrow dormers project from each side of roof. 
Suffolk Residence Hall, ca. 1965 

Three-story, 19-bay brick side-gabled building. Central, slightly-projecting front-gabled section on 
fagade with inset entrance on first floor and inset porches on upper floors. Regular fenestration with 
one-over-one windows in each bay. Four small eyebrow dormers project from each side of roof. 

Kings Residence Hall, ca. 1965 

Three-story, 19-bay brick side-gabled building. Central, slightly-projecting front-gabled section on 
façade with inset entrance on first floor and inset porches on upper floors. Regular fenestration with 
one-over-one windows in each bay. Four small eyebrow dormers project from each side of roof. 
Queens Residence Hall, ca. 1965 

Three-story, 19-bay brick side-gabled building. Central, slightly-projecting front-gabled section on 
façade with inset entrance on first floor and inset porches on upper floors. Regular fenestration with 
one-over-one windows in each bay. Four small eyebrow dormers project from each side of roof. 

Riggs Residence Hall, 1964-5 with symmetrical expansion ca. 1970 (Alfred Shaknis and Peter S. Van 
Bloem) 

Two-story, H-shaped brick residence hall. Vertical sections of H have mansard roofs, connecting 
section has a side-gabled roof. Brick quoining, brick details around entrance doors. Arched dormer 
windows. Regular fenestration, sash windows. Two cupolas on central section. 

Pell Hall / Life & Science Building, 1964-65 (Alfred Shaknis) 

Two- and three-story brick building (built into a hill) with a shallow side-gabled and flat roof. 
Asymmetrical plan; shallow-u-shaped façade with roughly S-shaped wings to rear. Central slightly 
projecting front-gabled entrance section on fagade; one-story entrance porch with four columns, 
pediment with central circular window, roof capped by cupola. Regular fenestration, sash windows. 
Humanities Hall, 1966-1967 (Alfred Shaknis and Peter S. Van Bloem) 

Two-story, roughly 11-bay, brick building. Central front-gabled section with flat-roofed wings. Central 
five-bay section has one-story, flat-roofed porch with columns. Pediment with circular medallion, 
cupola. Brick quoins. Wings have cornice band and decorative balls on corners. Regular fenestration, 
sash windows. 

Brookville Residence Hall, ca. 1968 (Alfred Shaknis and Peter S. Van Bloem) 

Three-story, 19-bay brick T-shaped building. Central three-bay, front-gabled section with mansard- 
roofed wings. Brick quoins. In central section, brick surround around entrance, pediment in gable with 
circular vent, cupola. Regular fenestration, sash windows. Arched dormer windows in wings. 

Davis Schwartz Memorial Library, ca. 1968 (Alfred Shaknis and Peter S. Van Bloem) 

Two-story, fifteen bay, brick building. Composed of three hipped roof sections connected by flat-roofed 
sections. Brick pilasters on all sections of building, brick quoins. Central section: projecting, two-story, 
front-gabled porch with ionic columns, pediment, and bulls-eye window. Three arched entrances. 


Roofline capped by octagonal tower with copper roof; circular windows and panels. Interior brick 
chimneys. Regular fenestration, primarily sash windows. Some arched windows with keystones and 
panels. 

e Interfaith Chapel, 1968-71 (Alfred Shaknis and Peter S. Van Bloem) 
Two-story, X-plan brick building. Two-bay by two-bay central section with beveled corners and arched 
roof; front-gabled wings extend from each elevation. Brick quoins. Front-gabled entrance porch with 
ionic columns, cornice, dentils, and pediment with semicircular window. Central entrance with double 
doors, panel, and arched window. Flanked by cartouches. Circular windows on sides of front-gabled 
wings and in beveled corners of central section. Palladian windows in wing. 


“Alfred Charles Shaknis.” AIA American Architects Directory, 1962 & 1970. 
https://aiahistoricaldirectory.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/AHDAA/pages/90343996/ahd1040482 


C.W. Post College images, Gottscho-Schleisner Collection, Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs 
Division. 
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